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No to JBIC’s Coal Financing!
Kickoff Seminar: “Is it okay for Japan to continue to support coal-fired power plants in developing countries?”
	Date: February 3rd, 2014,18:00-20:30

Location: Chuo University’s Surugadai Memorial Hall (Surugadai Kinenkan) – Room 320

Hosts： JACSES, Kiko Network & FoE Japan

In co-operation with: Greenpeace Japan, Sierra Club, Oxfam Japan
Supported by: WWF Japan

Admission: Free


Even with the most state-of-the-art technology, coal-fired power plants emit the highest amount of CO2 when compared with other energy sources. For example, compared with natural gas, coal-fired thermal power plants produce twice as much CO2 emissions. This has a devastating effect on climate change. 
The US and many European countries pledged to end public funding for coal-fired power plant projects as well as set stricter regulations. However, the Japanese government announced that they plan to continue their support for coal projects and through tax money and public funding, the Japanese governmental financial institution, JBIC, continues to support the world’s largest coal-fired power plants. 
In addition, JBIC has continued to support these projects without listening to the concerns surrounding the negative effects these projects can have on the health and livelihood of locals. This includes the Batang coal-fired power plant project which JBIC is currently considering to finance.
With these concerns in mind, we (JACSES, FoE Japan and Kiko Network) will hold a kick-off seminar for our campaign to urge JBIC to end their coal financing
Schedule:
· “Report on JBIC’s financial support for coal-fired power plants & JBIC Project details”, presentation by Yuki Tanabe, Coordinator of the Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and Society (JACSES)
· “Overseas Coal Finance Restrictions Update” (PDF), presentation by Justin Guay, Associate Director of the International Climate Program at the Sierra Club

· “COAL WAR: Batang Communities against the Biggest Coal Power Plant in South East Asia”, viewing of a video made by Greenpeace Indonesia (Indonesian language with English captions)

· “The effects of coal-fired power plants on climate change”, presentation by Kimiko Hirata, Director of Kiko Network
· Panel Discussion (Q&A Session)

· Moderator: Kimiko Hirata, Director of Kiko Network
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